

Kensington Academy and Leisure Centre 
Residents’ Forum
Grenfell EMB Hall
20th June 2012
Minutes

Attendance:

· Councillor Hargreaves
· Councillor Foreman
· Laura Johnson, Director of Housing
· Shelley Gittens (minutes)

· Teresa Miles
· Simon Blanchflower
· John Wilson
· Edward Daffarn
	1. Introduction by attendees
	Actions

	Declaration of interests:

· None

Apologies:

· Mary Harris
· Cllr J. Blakeman


	

	2. Matters Arising from the Minutes
	

	· Minutes agreed
	

	3. Planning 
	

	· The Planning Application has been submitted, however this has not been registered as yet, pending daylight and sunlight report which is yet to be sent in.

· Registration will be done by end of June at the latest.

· Planning Committee will meet on 6th September 2012 and this does not affect the statutory requirement to consult or the time that is required for this to take place.
· Alison Flight’s team will be leading on this from Planning, along with Edward George who is the designated officer leading on the KALC Planning Application.


	

	4.Grenfell Tower Update
	

	· Design proposals for works to Grenfell Tower have been presented to residents by the TMO and Studio E (who have been appointed by the TMO), to local residents on the 29th May, at the EMB Open Meeting.

· Plans for the Tower include providing double glazing for all flats, gas central heating (to be decided whether this will be individual boilers or a communal heating system ) and cladding, which will insulate the building better. 
· The plans also include refurbishing the base of the Tower and potentially providing some additional social housing.  Discussions and consultation with the residents is ongoing.
· Whilst this is not a piece of work that is part of the KALC programme, this work is going to take place in parallel to it and the sites will complement each other in terms of the construction team for KALC will be doing the work on Grenfell Tower.
· Cllr Foreman asked whether the leaseholders that live in Grenfell Tower are going to be charged for the proposed changes that will take place?

· This is yet to be decided by the TMO and with the leaseholders group.  Charges are not usually incurred to leaseholders if the works done are deemed an improvement, as opposed to a replacement.
· It was asked to be noted that The Grenfell Action Group is not a group for Grenfell Tower only and represent the wider estate. 
· The TMO are looking at submitting the Planning Application in August for the works to the Tower.

· Cllr Foreman – What are the plans for the wider area around? There are concerns are that some people live closer to the KALC site then in Grenfell Tower, Verity Close for instance and will not have double glazing  placed into their homes and the noise pollution that they will experience  may impact on them.

· TM asked “Is there any way that any money that is used for kitchens in Grenfell can be used for double glazing in the homes on Verity Close instead?”
· Can Section 106 money be used for double glazing for the wider site?

· Is there any way that money can be released from the council too and double glazing be provided for the wider area?

· Further funding opportunities for the Grenfell estate is something that the TMO and Council will look into, however this will not happen at the same time as Grenfell Tower, as there is no more money.  The Council was able to provide such funding for the work to Grenfell Tower, as a unique opportunity arose and the money released was agreed by the Council to be used for this. Section 106 money obtained in lieu of obtaining affordable housing on site is not allowed to be used for refurbishment it is to be used for the development of new affordable housing.
· There are concerns that the cladding needs to unique and not look the same as the Academy.  The observation was made that the academy looks similar to Westfield.

· The TMO will come back through the EMB, TMO newsletters and further consultation regarding the progress of Grenfell Tower proposals.
· It was raised that newsletters are still not being received by some people. There is no particular pattern about who is being left out.  This will be raised again.
· Newsletters need to be to 59 Verity Close, 50 Clarendon Walk and 30 Verity Close – who have not received the summer edition of the newsletter.
· Nowhere for the dogs to go to toilet.
· Dog bins – There were dog litter bins previously, but these were taken away, as there wasn’t a contract for the disposal of the waste.  As a result these were removed.  Can these be reinstated, as the area is treated as a “dog toilet” by some owners and be provided to take away the waste? 
· Litter issues will increase due to the academy and a provision. This will need to be taken into consideration for the wider area.
· A quiet place is needed for respite of those that do not work and are not able to get away from the noise easily during the construction.  The London Lighthouse no longer has a Coffee Shop which would have used, but this has closed and not everyone will be based in the tower who will be in receipt of double glazing and subjected to the noise.  Please can this be looked into? 
· A place where someone can go for a couple of hour’s peace.

	

	5. Acoustician Meeting 
	

	· A meeting took place with the Acousticians, Max Fordum’s, Eddie Daffarn and Planning Aid.  The council were present to take minutes for wider circulation. 
	Minutes attached


	6.    Grenfell Tower Double Glazing
	

	·  This item was discussed earlier.
	

	7. Next Steps
	

	Exhibition
· There is another exhibition taking place on 21st June to be held at the Notting Hill Methodist Church, where a model of the design submitted to Planning will be available for residents to view.  The architects, council staff, The Aldridge Foundation, GLL and the TMO will be present to answer any questions that residents may have.
Public Realm 

· The meeting minutes from a meeting regarding public realm were circulated for forum members to have for their record and comment.

Future liaison with contractors

· The construction phase is made up of two phases.  The pre-construction phase and the construction phase. There will be opportunities for residents to build a relationship with the contractor prior to the construction and once a permanent presence is established on site.
· Proposals around both phases are being refined and will be available shortly. 

· It is recognised that different people will want to interface with the contractor differently and a plan of how this will be done will be brought to a future meeting.


	

	8. AOB
	

	· Dropping off children – JW suggested that a wall be place around the academy so that dropping off children is enclosed within the site. 
· There are concerns that traffic that move around the corner near the Academy entrance will be vulnerable to accidents and the safety of children needs to be the most important.  Not having some perimeter 
· Pest Control – Please can we get feedback about how pest control will be dealt with? The construction disruption of the area will inevitably bring about pests.
· Asbestos – Can a survey/report be done to check whether there is any in Asbestos that potentially could be disturbed by the construction and how this will be addressed if there is any found in Grenfell Tower?

	

	Meeting ended 19:40
	


